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solved, at any cost, even at the sacrifice of her finest natural
qualities, to acquire those she had not. She forgot that she
was not yet suited by time for the part of the daughter of
Pasiphce, and that the wife of TJieseus is a woman of twenty-
eight or thirty years of age. This attempt at forcing nature
precluded all inspiration, and necessarily entailed constraint,
fatigue, and a want of confidence in her own powers that re-
acted painfully on the audience. It was not until several
years later that Kachel really displayed her splendid powers
to full advantage in this role- On the present occasion expec-
tation was disappointed. She played still in her own grand.
authoritative style, but effect was produced by the nerves, not
the heart Critics loudly complained that in Phedre she was
still Hermione, and that consequently, in the five acts of the
former, she found but two—the third and fourth—into which
she introduced the inflections, the gestures, the disdain, rage,
and scorn of her favorite character; that, in fact, in lieu of
studying a new part, she had merely effected a transposition
of the old. To judge of Rachel in this character on this her
first attempt, would be unjust: Rachel was not Phedre until
eleven years later.
On the 24th of April the long-expressed wishes of the pub-
lic were gratified, and Mademoiselle Rachel appeared in a role
of her Qwn creation, in a character written expressly for her,
as a heroine of her own race and her own religion.
Circumstances that to many would appear the most favor-
able for the actress turned out to be the most disadvantageous
that could possibly have occurred. The tragedy of " Judith"
was the work of a- woman, handsome, brilliant, and fashiona-
ble, the cynosure of a circle composed of men of the highest
order of intellect and of sparkling wit, the pet of the world of
letters and of the world of fashion, herself occupying a high
place in either sphere, the talented child of a talented mother,
the wife of one of the omnipotent arbiters of merit, and the
head of one of the chief organs of the press. The result may be
imagined: if the tragedy was fine, it of course would be well
supported; if poor, it would be supported quand meme, and the
failure laidlo the-interpreter.
The theme wtas ill chosen; it had already been tried by

